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Local Action Plan – what, why, and how?
The Burwash Local Action Plan is a document that has been produced by a group of volunteers on
behalf of the residents of Burwash, Burwash Weald and Burwash Common (henceforth, where
possible, referred to as Burwash). It is a live document and is intended to contain what the people
of Burwash identify as projects that are important to them, and what they would like to see happen
in the parish. The Plan therefore belongs to the residents of Burwash. The content has been
derived from input by the residents and it is intended that the residents will be the ‘owners’ of the
Plan as it goes forward into implementation. Contributions from Burwash residents cannot only be
found in the plan itself, but also in the presentation and format of the document. It is a window
into Burwash and its people, a view of the history of the parish and a vision of how its future should
develop for the benefit of all.
This Local Action Plan has been adopted by the Burwash Parish Council and is also being presented
to Rother District Council for inclusion in their plans. Thus it has a key role to play in the shaping of
its future. The essential elements now are to follow through the work so far completed, and then
ensure the Burwash Local Action Plan comes to fruition. To do this everyone will need to work
together in the true community spirit which Burwash and its people cherish.
What have we done so far? In November 2007 the Parish Council agreed there should be an Action
Plan for Burwash, Burwash Weald and Burwash Common. The first steps were to outline the
process and organise a first consultation of what topics were of primary concern to our residents.
These two events, one on Friday 1 February 2008 at The Wheel Inn in Burwash Weald and one on
Saturday 2 February at the Parish Council Room, were a tremendous success: over 150 people
came and 34 people volunteered to help with making the Plan.
We asked what they felt were the biggest obstacles to a better life in our community. And what
their ideas (or their dreams) were for the future of our community. Of the 104 people who filled in
the forms, the major concerns were:

These results were used to decide which topics should be covered in the main questionnaire, to be
distributed to all households in the parish. In the second week of July, 1050 questionnaires were
distributed door to door. Again, a fantastic result: 400 people returned the questionnaire. After
data entry and analysis, a group of people wrote the various sections of the Plan.
We have included in this document a very brief outline of the answers and comments returned.
Those interested in the raw data or other underlying information should contact Mary Hayes, the
Clerk to the Parish Council, who can arrange for you to look at them.
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A short history of Burwash …
The first recorded event in Burwash was the building of the Norman church in 1090. The tower
remains largely unaltered to this day. The village emerged as a minor trading centre in the 13th
century and in 1252 was granted official status when a weekly market and a three-day fair was
authorised by King Henry III.
For centuries Burwash continued as a market town, earning its living from agriculture,
which was later enhanced by the developing Wealden iron industry, reaching its
peak in the 16th century; the last local ironworks closed in 1803. By the mid-18th
century there were over 50 shops, traders and craftsmen in the village, reflecting its
growing importance as a trading centre. By 1625 the buildings on the High Street
were much as they are today, but mostly timber framed. In the 18th century a few
were “Georgianised” and many were tile hung. Victorian times saw some changes
but generally the centre of Burwash changed little in appearance over the years.
Improved transport services brought greater mobility for people and the number of
shops gradually declined, as did the reliance on agriculture as the principal
occupation.
In the meantime in Burwash Weald, the 1750 tithe map shows only five dwellings. The St Katherine’s
Wheel public house was opposite what is now the Wheel Inn and accommodated the village pound,
where animals which strayed from the Common were held, and the Poor House for people who
had fallen on hard times. In 1844 part of the Poor House was converted to a place of worship. In
1877 the Misses Trower, daughters of the Bishop of Gibraltar, who were allegedly tired of travelling
on muddy roads to worship in Burwash, applied to Queen Victoria to build a church and school on
the Common. It is said that the Queen replied that she would not have a church built on common
ground and so St Philip’s became the centre of a new parish.
As the years passed both the Weald and the Common grew. The St Katherine’s Wheel moved over
the road and became the Wheel Inn. On the junction of Stonegate Road at the Common stood the
Labour in Vain public house. There was a blacksmith and wheelwright where Tollgate cottage now
stands. In 1929 a garage was built next to Sussex Cottages, shortly before electricity came to the
village in the 1930s. There were two grocers in the Weald and one at the Common, where there
was also Jarvis the Butcher, Johnny Moon the cobbler and a post office, which was later moved into
the shop until both closed down. For a brief time the post office moved into the Wheel but
unfortunately is no more.

Bateman’s from the garden
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… and Burwash today
Burwash today is a busy village with a thriving school, two churches and a village hall and a wide
variety of societies and clubs. These cover activities for all age groups from toddlers to senior
citizens. There is also a Pantomime Society and a busy Playing Fields Association facilitating a range
of sports.
Although a number of the population are still employed in agriculture or related industries and in
local shops and businesses, many commute to London or other large local towns, or are retired.
The majority of the shops and trades in the High Street have now been converted to residences but
there is still a village shop and a butcher’s, three public houses and a tearoom, a newsagent’s/post
office, antiques shops, a flower shop and a kitchen shop, an estate agent’s, a garage, a hairdresser,
a funeral director, and a doctors’ surgery including a pharmacy.
In Burwash Weald and Common most people in the early days were employed in farming but this
has changed over the years and nowadays businesses are more diverse with Higher Nature, Oakdown
House, Ashurst A&B Construction, Wealden Iron, Shanks Nursery and others, all contributing to the
local economy.
For many years cricket and stoolball were played in a field at Holban’s Farm but these clubs moved
when a new playing field opened opposite the church. St Philip’s C of E school closed in 1962 and
25 years ago became a Masonic Hall. This, along with the Conservative Club, the Parish Rooms
and the Guide and Scout hut provided space for villagers to enjoy both entertainment and leisure
facilities over many years. Of these, only the Guide hut and Masonic Hall are still in use but with the
closure of the Conservative Club the Burwash Weald and Common Playing Fields Association has
been able to build a new pavilion on the playing field which will act as a new focal point for a long
time to come.

New pavilion Burwash Common
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About the residents
A total of 1050 questionnaires were distributed to households in Burwash, Burwash Weald, and
Burwash Common. The total number of responses received was 400, of which 14 were blank. The
breakdown of responses in relation to where people live is:
Burwash
Burwash Weald
Burwash Common

284
53
49

The gender of those who replied:
women
men
didn’t say

52%
45%
3%

The breakdown by age group of those who replied was:

It is obvious from the chart above that young people and to a lesser extend the 19-40 year olds are
seriously under-represented. One of the action points therefore is to look into ways to contact
people from these specific age groups to try to understand their views and see how they differ from
those expressed in this Action Plan.
‘How long have you lived in the parish?’ told us that of those who replied:
20 years or more
6 – 20 years
1-5 years
less than 1 year

36%
37%
21%
3%

When looking at the same question it was interesting to see that of those who replied, the largest
group in Burwash had lived there for more than 20 years, but the largest group in Burwash Weald
and Common were those who had lived there for 6 – 20 years.
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St Philip’s Church

Burwash War Memorial
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Roads and road safety
At the first meetings in February 2008 one issue stood out way ahead of the others: speeding
traffic. The July survey confirmed this strength of feeling with an overwhelming proportion of
residents (81%) believing that there is a speeding problem in the parish.

?

The specific areas mentioned were within the 30mph limit in Burwash
(58% indicated they felt there was a problem with speeding traffic),
the 50 mph stretch in Burwash Weald, and the short 40mph zone
in Burwash towards Burwash Weald (both 40%), the 60mph section
between Burwash and Burwash Weald (31%), and the Stonegate
Road with a 60mph limit in Burwash Common (28%).
A minority, about one in ten, saw no problem in any of these
locations.
Plans for a safe crossing in Burwash High Street are being actively
pursued. Residents were asked whether a similar safe crossing
should be provided in Burwash Weald or Burwash Common and
51% were in favour (the level of support for a crossing rose to 72%
when only residents in Burwash Weald and Burwash Common are
taken into account). Many people commented that such crossings
were needed in both locations, particularly for children using school
buses.

36% were in favour of enforcing parking restrictions more rigidly, while 53% were against, many
citing the slowing down of traffic as a positive result.
Across all three parts of the parish, a majority felt that street lighting was either not needed, or it
was better without it, expressing fears that street lighting encouraged urbanisation, or concerns
over its negative environmental impact.
Proposals:
$
Continue to look into the reduction of
speed limits where appropriate
$
Look into pedestrian crossing points in
Burwash, Burwash Weald and Burwash
Common
$
Consider possibilities of active and passive
traffic calming
$
Ask Police Community Support Officers
and Sussex Police for greater enforcement
activity
Enclosed is an update on work to date from the Parish
Council.

Page 8

Local Action Plan for Burwash – Burwash Weald – Burwash Common

Transport
Burwash is located on the only main east-west road in the southeast, apart from the coastal roads
(A259 and A27) and the M25. The mainline stations of Etchingham and Stonegate are about three
miles away. Despite this strategic location, the bus services seem unable to provide an effective
commuter link to either of the two stations, resulting in many car journeys in the mornings to get
both commuters and school children to the station. For older people the bus is often the only
means of transport.
Over half of those who responded (57%) said they used
public transport (bus and train) occasionally, and 19%
regularly. Twenty-one percent never uses public transport
(however, when only asked about buses, 69% said they
never used the bus). The reasons for never using public
transport are: infrequency, poor timetables, expensive (both
the journey and parking), convenience of a car, unreliability
of the service. When asked to rate the services 249 people
did so and the average rating was 3.8 (where 1 was very
bad and 10 was very good).
Suggested improvements were for a variety of bus services such as long-distance coaches, a bus
service linking towns across county borders, demand response buses, Dial-a-Ride services, and an
evening bus link for young people in the village, so they can go out. Easy access to information
about bus times also came up in many of the comments.
When asked about the Friday bus to Battle 234 people were not aware of its existence; 115 were,
but only 13 people said they use it either occasionally or regularly.
The concerns expressed in this Action Plan shall be submitted to the Rother Transport Action Group.
Proposals:
$
Reliable bus link to and from Etchingham station to coincide with trains
$
Look into the provision of bus stops in the parish and where relevant work with Rother
Transport Action Group to take any proposals forward
$
Work with Rother Transport Action Group to achieve a long-term transport strategy and
explore potential for other bus services
$
Look into a possible evening bus service for young people

Etchingham station
Local Action Plan for Burwash – Burwash Weald – Burwash Common
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Walking & cycling
There are many beautiful footpaths around our parish, though no dedicated cycle paths. Just over
one in ten (11%) of respondents claimed to use a bicycle regularly, but one should bear in mind that
this data excludes children, and the vast majority of under-18 year-olds, among whom bicycle
usage is likely to be higher. Interestingly, if cycle paths were available the survey indicates that there
could be a three-fold increase in bicycle usage (34%). Actual usage could be even higher as all
primary school children are encouraged to attain cycling proficiency qualifications and currently
lack safe areas to practise their skills. Experience on the Cuckoo Trail has also indicated that a
secure cycle track can become a major tourist/visitor attraction for an area.
Three in four residents (72%) regularly use the footpaths
around the three villages and 52% felt the footpaths were
adequately marked. Accessibility and maintenance/clearance
were slightly less highly rated: 44% of respondents thought
that footpaths were easily accessible and cleared but 28%
disagreed.
Some 60% of respondents believed it would be beneficial
for Burwash to be connected to surrounding villages by a
footpath/cycle path, with only 18% disagreeing.
However, an overwhelming majority of respondents (74%)
supported the ‘Quiet Lanes’ initiative for walkers, cyclists,
and riders. As other villages in Rother have had similar
outcomes in their Action Plans it has been suggested in the
section ‘Actions’ to set up a group that will look into the
‘Quiet Lane’ concept together with groups with a similar
interest in East Sussex.
Proposals:
$
Look into foot/cycle paths within the parish and possible links with neighbouring villages
$
Look into the state of footpaths, stiles and signs
$
Form a group to look into the ‘Quiet Lane’ concept

Church Meadow, Burwash
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Sport & recreation
The introduction to this section in the questionnaire emphasised how fortunate the parish is to
have so many clubs and societies offering a wide variety of activities. The parish has a number of
buildings for community use: the Village Hall, the Hall of Christ the King, the Parish Council Room,
the Sports Pavilion in Burwash as well as the new Pavilion in Burwash Common. However, all but
the new pavilion are in need of updating or repairs. It will be necessary to try to find money for this
in the near future.
When asked whether they knew how to access
information about the activities almost two in three
said yes (63%), but 27% said no. Given that almost
three in four had lived in the parish for upwards of 6
years with many living here for over 20 years, one
might have imagined people would be better
informed.
Respondents were asked about the idea of a monthly
film club in the Village Hall and 48% expressed an
interest.

Swan Meadow play ground

Residents were invited to suggest new sports or activities that should be available in the parish.
Less than one in five (18%) made a specific suggestion – the majority relating to additional sports
and physical activities rather than cultural pursuits. The most frequently mentioned sports were
bowls, badminton and swimming, then gym, fitness, aerobics, yoga, Pilates, and tap/salsa classes.
Specific suggestions of a non-sporting nature included a bridge club, provision for allotments, and
a local history/cultural group. The absence of sports facilities at Burwash Common, notably football
and tennis, was mentioned. Also there were suggestions for the future provisions of play school
and pre-school facilities, and more activities for teenagers. It is envisaged that the new Pavilion at
Burwash Common should provide the opportunity for more activities to be supported.
Some 36% of the respondents claimed to use at least one of the children’s play areas at Swan
Meadow and at Burwash Common, and 15% used neither. Reasons for non-usage included distance
from home, and poor parking facilities. The play area at Burwash Common was the most recently
updated to include parking. There were a few comments
that the equipment in Burwash was in need of updating.
Proposals:
$
Improve access to sports and social activities
information
$
Set-up a project to look into the suggestions for
additional sports and activities
$
Review existing play areas, identify improvements
and explore funding options

Local Action Plan for Burwash – Burwash Weald – Burwash Common
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Health
Fairfield surgery serves the Burwash parish. Although extensive information is available on notice
boards in the surgery reception area and waiting room, awareness of the provision of specific
services and facilities is by no means universal. Two in three residents knew most services that were
available through the surgery, for example the (NHS) ante-natal clinic and the baby clinic, as well as
services provided by independent practitioners offering osteopathy, homeopathy and hypnotherapy
appointments (for a fee). Citizens Advice Bureau facilities were known by just over half (58%).
Additional services such as dentistry would be welcomed by more than half (58%) and a majority
(63%) would appreciate being able to purchase more over-the-counter/non-prescription medicines
and supplies locally. The overall breadth of health-related services provided in the village is clearly
appreciated, as there were relatively few additional specialist services sought, with chiropody and
hearing/sight tests the most mentioned. A few respondents specifically mentioned the need for the
surgery to provide evening and Saturday morning appointments.
Proposals:
$
Make information about surgery’s facilities and services more accessible
$
Ensure health and welfare services provided by surgery are included in planned Burwash
parish website
$
Look into existing dispensing services provided at Fairfield surgery and possible extension
to provide non-prescription medicines and supplies

Community safety & fear of crime
Burwash does not have many reports of anti-social behaviour; although there are a few reports of
excessive noise or plants along the High Street being damaged or stolen (these incidents occur
especially at pub closing times). However, 53 people said they have been the victim of crime in the
past two years and 106 since they have lived here - more than 25% of the respondents. That would
indicate that many incidents are not reported.
Most people feel quite safe in Burwash at night; when asked to rate on a point between 1 (very
unsafe) and 10 (very safe) the result was just over 8, where 360 people responded. Half of the
respondents were aware of the presence of Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) in the
parish, and knew what their role was, but the majority of people were unclear how to contact
them. A PCSO’s role is to interact with the community to deal with crime and disorder, and to
resolve the problems or issues resident may have. In Burwash they also try to maintain a good
relationship with the young people in the parish. For obvious reasons
not all information about their activities in the community is public
knowledge.
Over half of respondents were either interested or already belonged
to the existing Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, though more people
might join in the scheme if they knew how to access it.
Proposals:
$
Look into the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme’s recent
developments
$
Inform the residents about the role of PCSOs and how to
contact them
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Housing
The survey sought to establish whether respondents or any members of their family were looking
for housing in the parish. Reflecting the fact that the overall survey sample had an older age profile,
it is perhaps not surprising that less than one in ten (8%) were seeking accommodation; the
overwhelming majority (86%) were not looking for housing. The people seeking accomodation, in
age terms, were predominantly in the 41-64 age group, or over 65. It is unclear whether these
people were seeking accommodation for themselves, or younger members of their family.
Respondents were shown a range of options, and asked what
kind of development their household was likely to need over
the next ten years. Half of them favoured private purchase; a
quarter favoured renting through a Housing Association; one
in ten preferred private renting; just over one in ten would seek
shared equity ownership which is part purchase and part renting.
A wide variety of housing types is clearly needed from studios
and one-bedroom apartments to larger family homes with four
or more bedrooms. It is clear that there will be a growing
demand for single person studios, one-bedroom or twobedroom flats and bungalows, as well as more sheltered
Coronation Cottages
housing. Among those favouring renting the most soughtafter housing type was seen to be a one- or two-bedroom flat. Such units provide both excellent
starter homes for young people and satisfy the needs of many older people who are downsizing.
Considering the survey was conducted during the summer of 2008, it is difficult to assess what
influence the recent economic downturn will have on future housing needs. However, it is assumed
that these requirements will probably remain stable in terms of type and size of housing but there
could well be a shift away from private purchase to an increased propensity to rent.
Proposals:
$
Where appropriate housing development should take into account the range of needs as
expressed by the residents, especially houses for first time buyers and older people: one/
two bedroom flats/houses for rent and sheltered/retirement accommodation
$
Invite Rother District Council to undertake a Housing Needs Survey
$
Work with developers and the planning authorities to ensure new developments proposals
meet the needs identified by local people as well as guidelines related to Burwash being
within a conservation area

Bateman’s
Local Action Plan for Burwash – Burwash Weald – Burwash Common
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Environment & recycling
For many years, recycling facilities have been available in the Bear Car Park and in Heathfield. In
2007, in common with a national drive to increase levels of recycling, Rother Council introduced
fortnightly kerbside collections (wheelie bins), together with alternate week collections of recyclable
waste in boxes. The intention was to distribute green wheelie bins for garden waste. Prior to the
introduction most people seemed in favour of the scheme, but the roll-out and implementation
was not well executed. This meant that the subject of recycling received most comments in the
questionnaire apart from traffic, unfortunately for the wrong reasons, reflecting the high level of
emotion and confusion surrounding the issue. We are now in a situation whereby wheelie bins
were withdrawn from much of Burwash High Street ‘due to the unsuitability of properties’ (where
no straightforward access was possible to the rear of houses) and the green wheelie bins have not
yet been distributed. As a result, 87% of respondents still use the recycling points in Burwash and
Heathfield. There is also a need for a better explanation of which grades of plastic are suitable for
recycling.

The vast majority of respondents [84%] feel that the parish is sufficiently tidy. This is very positive
and when one considers that a major road runs through the parish, litter is not perceived to be a
widespread problem. Some comments pointed to the pubs being a source of littering of cans and
bottles. However, comments generally pointed to the need for more regular and widespread street
cleaning – not only of the main roads, but also the minor roads and lanes.
Around one third of respondents thought that dog fouling was a problem, due to a small number
of owners who do not clear up.
Proposals:
$
Look into a possible introduction of a weekly Green Waste collection on a central location
(as done by other councils)
$
Explore options for local cardboard recycling
$
Look into placement of additional dog waste bins

Page 14

Local Action Plan for Burwash – Burwash Weald – Burwash Common

Shops & community services
Local shops command massive popular support within the parish. An overwhelming majority (88%)
claim to use them on a regular basis. On a scale from 1-10 an average score of 9.75 indicated
universal support for our local shops and their continuing existence.
However, the loss of businesses in our parish concerns residents. Despite the limited housing need
identified earlier, if more business premises in the village were to become vacant 70% of residents
believe that they should not be used to build more houses. People want to see business premises
retained, or reinvented for different purposes if necessary.
Almost 60% of residents made suggestions for a new business to occupy existing premises. A
number of groupings emerged – the most popular and potentially viable were greengrocery/farm
shop/farmers’ market and a combination of hardware/ironmonger/DIY store. A further 9% mentioned
a chemist/pharmacy. Food outlets also dominated other ideas: 6% suggested a bakery, with a small
percentage favouring a restaurant, or good quality take-away food. A farmers’ market concept
supplying a wide range of fresh food, delicatessen and other specialist foods could prove popular.
The concept of a ‘Directory of Products and Services’ to encourage people to buy locally was well
liked, and 80% of residents said they would use it. The survey established that 12% of people run
a business within the parish and all indicated they would be interested in having their business
listed in such a directory.
The East Sussex Mobile Library visits Burwash every two weeks. Just under one in ten residents
(8%) use it; the vast majority (87%) do not; possibly many are unaware of this service or its location.
Residents were asked to suggest other activities
in which Bateman’s might play a role within the
parish. Many expressed disappointment that the
annual summer concerts were no longer held.
Something that came through quite strongly was
the residents’ feeling that more could be done to
improve the relationship between Bateman’s and
the local community.
The list of suggested activities will be shared with
the National Trust in order to explore taking some
of these forward.
Proposals:
$
Encourage retention of, and expansion
of local businesses of all types
$
Explore concept of weekly local food
and produce market in Burwash
$
Design and produce directory of local
businesses and services
$
Share questionnaire response with
Bateman’s and set up a local group to
work with Bateman’s to discuss the
suggestions and comments

Local Action Plan for Burwash – Burwash Weald – Burwash Common
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Communication
The Burwash Broadsheet (St Bartholomew’s Church newsletter) is a popular source of information
for Burwash residents, as are the local newspapers. Available notice boards are well-used, but
contain limited information. Currently there are newspapers available from the newsagent’s in the
High Street, Index is available in the Burwash Stores and the Friday-Ad in Jarvis Butchers and the
petrol station, the Wealden Advertiser is available from the newsagent’s and the estate agent’s.
Notice boards are at the doctors’ surgery, the Parish Council Office, the Village Hall and the Wheel
Inn pub in Burwash Weald. Some very limited information is available on the Rother District website.
The notice boards by the surgery and village hall are only seen by a
minority of residents. It is proposed that a notice board in a more
central place would be seen by more people and could include
additional information such as bus times, Parish Council agenda and
minutes, and social and club events. Residents could submit details of
activities and the boards would be maintained to a professional
standard.
Currently no dedicated Burwash parish website exists. With 70% of those who replied having
access to the internet a professionally designed website could be a good source of information. It
could promote Burwash to the wider world as well as keep residents up to date with current local
affairs. A public internet point in Burwash may help those residents who currently do not have
access to the internet.
Proposals:
$
Additional notice boards
$
Burwash parish website
$
Parish Council minutes and other information more widely available
$
Providing a facility for people to access the internet

Burwash Weald
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Conclusions and what next?
The concept ‘sense of community’ expresses the need to create closer ties between people, foster
co-operation and reap the benefits that people working together can achieve. What people fear is
to lose even more amenities, their identity as a community, for neighbours to become strangers, a
community where everyone looks to someone else to solve their problems, or to do the job for
them (and probably criticize them along the way).
The lack of response of the under-18s and under-40s is another worrying sign. Only 10% of the
replies were from the 19-40 year olds while they constitute over 20% of the population in the
parish. And only four teenagers filled it in!
There is the potential to make the parish an even more lively, active and positive community – if
people are prepared to contribute. Considerable research indicates that strong and cohesive
neighbourhoods and communities are linked – quite possibly causally linked – to decreases in crime,
better outcomes for children, and improved physical and mental health. The social support that a
strong neighbourhood may provide can serve as a buffer against adversity.
Successful neighbourhood action often requires little specialised technical skill, and generally little
or no money. Action may call for an investment of time, but material costs are often low.
Because neighbourhood action usually involves others, such actions create or strengthen connections
with neighbours and other parishes, leading in turn to a variety of potentially positive effects, often
hard to predict. This may be even more important in the current environment where hardship may
fall on those close to us.
This Action Plan contains what the people of Burwash identify as projects that are important to
them, as individuals and as members of the Burwash community. The subjects that attracted most
attention were sense of community, the speed on the roads in our parish, recycling, and
communication, but other, equally valid points merit your attention.
Now we need you. Those who have already put their name forward will be contacted to
try to match their interests with one of the actions points. But plans like this will be
shelved and forgotten if what we have learned and pointed out is not acted upon. Do
keep the momentum going and please participate in one of the next steps.
Birte Roex-Geesink, Project Leader Burwash Local Action Plan

Message of the Parish Council
The Parish Council acknowledges the work of all those who have contributed to the production
of the first Local Action Plan for the parish of Burwash. This has been an attempt to find out what
is important to those who live and work in the parish.
The Parish Council is committed to assist, wherever possible, with projects or next steps identified
within the plan. The Parish Council has a duty to review the Local Action Plan in terms of progress and
to ensure that, where appropriate, activities are consistent with the changing priorities and
circumstances over the coming years.
Burwash Parish Council

Local Action Plan for Burwash – Burwash Weald – Burwash Common
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Actions (for more information see relevant sections)
Notes:
1.

2.

Where relevant the Parish Council will continue to work in conjunction with groups of
local people and the relevant agencies in relation to some of the issues listed below.
However, if other residents want to come forward to look into any of the following
proposals the Parish Council will put them in touch with others where appropriate.
More notice is taken at district and county level when action groups in different parishes
are working together to bring collective pressure. This might be a point to consider
when looking into any of the next possible action points.

General
$
$

Try to understand the views of the two groups underrepresented in the results of the
survey (young people and the 19-40 year olds)
Investigate how to improve communication within the parish

Roads and road safety
$
$
$
$

Continue to look into the reduction of speed limits where appropriate
Look into pedestrian crossing points in Burwash, Burwash Weald, and Burwash Common
Consider possibilities of active and passive traffic calming
Ask Police Community Support Officers and Sussex Police for greater enforcement activity

Transport
$
$
$
$

Reliable bus link to and from Etchingham station to coincide with trains
Look into the provision of bus stops in the parish and, where relevant, work with Rother
Transport Action Group to take any proposals forward
Work with Rother Transport Action Group to achieve a long-term transport strategy and
explore potential for other bus services
Look into a possible evening bus service for young people

Walking & cycling
$
$
$

Look into foot/cycle paths within the parish and possible links with neighbouring villages
Look into the state of footpaths, stiles and signs
Form a group to look into the ‘Quiet Lane’ concept

Sport & recreation
$
$
$

Improve access to sports and social activities information
Set-up a project to look into the suggestions for additional sports and activities
Review existing play areas, identify improvements and explore funding options

Health
$
$
$
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Make information about surgery’s facilities and services more accessible
Ensure health and welfare services provided by surgery are included in planned Burwash
parish website
Look into existing dispensing services provided at Fairfield surgery and possible extension
to provide non-prescription medicines and supplies
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Actions cont. (for more information see relevant sections)
Community safety & fear of crime
$
$

Look into the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme’s recent developments and set up a meeting
with key contacts from the parish. Look into funding for increased membership cost
Inform the residents about the role of PCSOs and how to contact them

Housing
$
$
$

Where appropriate housing development should take into account the range of needs as
expressed by the residents, especially houses for first time buyers and older people: one/
two bedroom flats/’houses for rent and sheltered/retirement accommodation
Invite Rother District Council to undertake a Housing Needs Survey
Work with developers and the planning authorities to ensure new developments proposals
meet the needs identified by local people as well as guidelines related to Burwash being
within a conservation area

Environment & recycling
$
$
$

Look into a possible introduction of a weekly Green Waste collection on a central location
Explore options for local cardboard re-cycling
Look into placement of additional dog waste bins in areas where people walk their dogs

Shops & community services
$
$
$
$

Encourage retention/expansion of local businesses of all types
Explore concept of weekly local food and produce market in Burwash
Design and produce directory of local businesses and services
Share questionnaire response with Bateman’s, and set up a local group to work with
Bateman’s to discuss the suggestions and comments

Communication
$
$
$
$

Additional notice boards
Burwash parish website
Parish Council minutes more widely available
Providing a facility for people to access the internet

To everyone who contributed – thank you!
And now the real work begins.
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