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About Camber
Camber is a small village situated on the Walland Marsh on the
East Sussex side of the border with Kent. The 2009 census
records the population at 1,492 with 710 households. In 2001
7% of those were holiday or second homes but in the years
between the recording of both sets of figures 149 new homes
have been built. Many of the new houses are on the
Whitesands development, an 11 acre site originally used as
grazing land and which will eventually hold 180 properties.
Camber has high levels of unemployment with the local economy
being heavily reliant on the tourist industry. Pontins and Park
Resorts offer accommodation and entertainment packages, with a
3 star hotel, two public houses further restaurants and several
cafes also being sited within the village. Whilst the long, flat beach
with its miles of sand and dunes system, unique in East Sussex,
are the focus for most holidaymakers, the local nature reserves
and the Romney Marsh itself are
sources of interest for many.
Unfortunately, Camber has little else to offer if the weather is
inclement. The accessibility of London and the surrounding
area, combined with the recent growth of housing in nearby
Ashford, brings many day trippers to Camber and on a hot
weekend in July or August there can be as many as 25,000
people on Camber beach. This helps the local economy but
brings other problems to residents and visitors alike. Camber
does not have the infrastructure to cope with such a large influx
of visitors and the car parks quickly reach capacity leading to illegal parking through the village
and lengthy traffic queues. The beach has no lifeguards but has
an excellent lifeboat crew who work extremely hard during the
summer.
Due to its unique landscape, the beach, sand dunes and much
of the village itself have been declared a SSSI by Natural
England. The desire to balance the protection of indigenous flora
and fauna with the need to prevent a breach of the sea defences
leading to the potential flooding of Camber and the Romney
Marsh, remains a continued challenge.
In 2007 RWE npower commenced construction work on the £50
million Little Cheyne Wind Farm, the most powerful onshore
wind farm in the south of England. The site is situated in
farmland about 1 km north of Camber with the nearest dwellings at least 940 metres away. Each
turbine is capable of generating 2.3 mw of electricity, enough to supply about 30,000 homes and
in November 2008 the 26 turbines commenced exporting electricity to the National Grid. The
Wind Farm was officially opened on the 14 July 2009 by the Rt Hon Ed Milliband.

What is an Action Plan and why is it important?





















Local Action Plans offer the opportunity for the wider community
to be involved in shaping a vision for the future of their village
They cover a wide range of issues which affect daily life
They help to identify community priorities through consultation
(all those who completed and returned the ‘Have Your Say’
questionnaire and /or the Housing Needs survey were involved in
this part of the process)
The actions within the Plan detail what is required to address
community needs, aims and aspirations
Having an Action Plan can improve access to funding for projects
and can result in an increased number of local people becoming
involved in getting projects off the ground
Copies of the Camber Action Plan will be presented to Camber
Parish Council, District and County Councils, the Environment
Agency, Police and the local MP so that they are informed of the
priorities of local people
The Action Plan can be the bridge which links Government
agencies and the local community
The Camber Action Plan will guide the Parish Council’s business
planning and decision making
Having an action plan can help to ensure that money is spent on
the things that are important to the community, as expressed in
their response to the consultations
The Steering Group will stay formed and continue to review the
actions within this plan to ensure that progress is made on their
delivery
The Camber Action Plan will be reviewed on a formal basis
annually and updated every five years to ensure that it addresses
the prevailing economic, social, cultural and environmental issues
that concern the village and its people; and to ensure that the
actions within are reasonable, feasible and achievable
The Steering Group will report to Camber Parish Council and the
wider community at each Annual Assembly on their work and the
progress made, thereby giving local people the opportunity to
gauge both the effectiveness of this plan and how successful the
Parish Council are in helping to achieve the aims and aspirations
of those living and working in the parish
The Plan is not the sole preserve of the Parish Council, although it
will guide the Council’s work. Taking forward the ‘actions’ (rooted
in the community’s needs and aspirations) will also require the
participation of other statutory bodies, community groups and
local people. If you would like to help in any way please refer to
the ‘Get Involved’ page for contact details

Who did we consult?
The residents of Camber have seen many consultations carried out over the last decade.
Camber 2000 was a major initiative and amongst the priorities was the provision of things for
younger people to do in the village. Detailed plans were drawn up and planning permission
gained for a ‘teenage village’ but the lack of funds caused delivery of the project to be put on
hold. Ideas were further developed by the Camber Strategy document which contained
designs for innovative changes to the layout of roads, redevelopment of the Central Car Park
and the installation of recreational equipment at both Johnsons Field and Jubilee Green.
A short questionnaire delivered with the Agenda for the Parish Annual Meeting in 2006
resulted in over 100 people attending, including young people who spoke out and expressed
their disappointment that despite many consultations and promises nothing had yet been
delivered.
A member of the Parish Council and the clerk at the time attended ‘Local Action Planning’
workshops arranged by Action in rural Sussex (AirS) and Rother Voluntary Action (RVA) to
gather ideas for how to approach the process and raise funding for local projects.
With help from both AirS and RVA further short and targeted ‘drop-in’ information gathering
sessions were held covering public transport and recreational facilities. These open days were
also attended by Sussex Police, Stagecoach and the local PCSO’s.
The Parish Council were in possession of some funding earmarked for recreational facilities
and determined work ensued to raise more. This resulted in a ball court and skate equipment
being installed at the end of 2006, a cycle path in the Spring of 2007, and lighting and planting
by the end of 2007 on Johnsons Field; all funded by a local developer, Seeda (under the Rye
Market Towns programme), Rother District Council and lottery money.
With great in-roads made into the provision of things for young people to do in the Parish and
mindful that the needs of local people may have changed since the earlier consultations
thoughts turned to how best to refresh the information. It was recognised, that by now, the
residents of Camber may be suffering ’consultation fatigue’ and alternative means should be
sought. A grant of £500 was received in 2007 as part of the Action Plan process to fund a
community website www.cambersussex.co.uk with the aim of using a forum or ‘blog’ to collect
the views of local people on local issues.
In early 2008 a Housing Needs survey was carried out by AirS to establish if there was a need
for affordable housing within the Parish as part of the Action Plan process. Unfortunately,
changes in the Parish Council shortly after meant that work on the Plan came to a pause until
the end of 2009 when Rother District Council funded a ‘Fast track’ process. Support was
provided in the form of a Co-ordinator and ’Have Your Say’ questionnaires were delivered to
all households in the village by volunteers. The data in the retuned questionnaires was analysed and the results ‘Key Findings’ presented to a Steering Group formed of four members of
the community and two Parish Councillors, who had all expressed an interest in taking the
Action Plan forward.
Regular meetings were held to discuss the results of both the questionnaires and the Housing
Needs survey and these were used to form the basis of the ‘actions’ within the Plan.
The Action Plan reflects the views of the majority of those responding and providing their
thoughts and comments of their vision for the future of Camber. It belongs to the community
and contains their aims and aspirations for the place in which they live or work. The Steering
Group will continue to meet to ensure that progress on the delivery of these actions is made.

The lead organisation is written in bold, other named stakeholders have an interest in the following actions

ACTION ONE
PROVIDE APPROPRIATE TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES ON LYDD ROAD
There is a straight road cutting through the village with clear visibility for motorists and little to
slow vehicles down.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

East Sussex County Council, Camber Parish Council, Sussex Police
1-2 years

ACTION TWO
INSTIGATE A VILLAGE SPEED WATCH PROGRAMME
87% of those responding to the questionnaire perceive speeding as a problem in Camber.
Investigate the use of a Speed Indicator Device and partnership working with local businesses to
encourage slower driving speeds through the village.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Camber Parish Council, Sussex Police, East Sussex County Council,
Safer Rother Partnership, local businesses
1-5 years

ACTION THREE
IMPROVE ACCESS TO THE VILLAGE AND CAR PARKING ARRANGEMENTS
To maintain the flow of traffic and help prevent traffic queues caused by the volume of visitors
during spells of hot weather. Investigate the recruitment of ‘on-call’ local seasonal staff to assist
the Coast Control Officer, particularly for bank holidays and weekends when there is difficulty
accessing the village from outside at short notice.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Rother District Council, Sussex Police
1-3 years

ACTION FOUR
CAMPAIGN FOR THE IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF THE EXISTING
SEA DEFENCES
To ensure that the personal safety, property and land of the residents and businesses in Camber
continue to be protected from the risk of flooding, so that Camber can continue to be enjoyed as
a family holiday destination for future generations.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Defend Our Coast, Rother District Council, East Sussex County Council,
Environment Agency, Rye Golf Club, Camber Parish Council,
Tourism South East
1-5 years

ACTION FIVE
PROMOTE ‘PRIDE IN CAMBER’
To instil a sense of ‘ownership’ of the village by encouraging residents and businesses to
become involved in improving their local environment
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Residents associations, local businesses, St Thomas Church,
Community groups, allotment and gardening club
1-5 years

ACTION SIX
HOST AN ANNUAL LOCAL JOB FAIR
To optimise employment for people living in the village by encouraging local businesses to meet
annually with residents to discuss upcoming full time and seasonal employment and training
opportunities. To encourage a vibrant and sustainable community and enable people, particularly
the young, acquire new skills
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Memorial Hall Committee, local businesses and traders
2-5 years

ACTION SEVEN
PUBLISH A LOCAL BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY DIRECTORY
So that residents are informed of local clubs, groups, societies, leisure and social activities
within the parish. Include business listings so that local trades and businesses are able to inform
residents of their services.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Local businesses and traders, Memorial Hall Committee,
St Thomas church, Rother District Council, residents associations,
community groups
2-5 years

ACTION EIGHT
WORK TO IMPROVE THE ACCESS TO AND SPEED OF BROADBAND TO THE PARISH
Those wishing to set up a local business or work from home may be disadvantaged by slow
broadband speeds and problematic internet connection.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Camber Parish Council, residents associations, local businesses,
Rother District Council, East Sussex County Council,
broadband service providers
1-5 years

ACTION NINE
SUPPORT EXTRA PROVISION OF SHOPPING FACILITIES FOR FOOD, CLOTHES AND
OTHER EVERYDAY ITEMS
83% of those responding to the questionnaire are currently driving to outlying towns for their
weekly shopping. A greater choice of affordable shopping nearby would help to reduce the
carbon footprint and could provide increased local employment.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Camber Parish Council, Rother District Council,
East Sussex County Council, residents associations
1-5 years

ACTION TEN
DEVELOP A COMMUNITY HUB / COMMUNITY SWOP AND HOBBY CLUB WITH
INTERNET ACCESS, LOCAL AND TOURIST INFORMATION
To promote social inclusion and interaction across the generations and foster community
cohesion. So that there is a central venue open, welcoming and accessible at all times to all
members of the community and visitors to the area.
To provide information on local services, events and activities. To provide a venue for the
exchange of home grown produce, books etc, sharing of skills and the development of
community social groups and clubs. To ensure that those without access to the internet or a car
are not disadvantaged in reaching information or using on-line shopping services.
Stakeholders:

Timeframe:

Residents associations, community groups, clubs and societies,
Camber Parish Council, Rother District Council, Tourism South East,
East Sussex County Council, Action in Rural Sussex,
Rother Voluntary Action, Environment Agency
1-5 years

ACTION ELEVEN
ENCOURAGE THE ORGANISATION OF COMMUNITY SOCIAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
With poor evening public transport there is a need for greater provision of things to do locally. To
develop and promote community social activities and opportunities for social interaction for local
people of all ages. To foster community cohesion and encourage a greater understanding
between the generations. To help promote a feeling of community spirit within the village.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Memorial Hall Committee, residents associations, St Thomas Church,
Youth Development Service, Sussex Police
1-5 years

ACTION TWELVE
WORK WITH YOUNGER PEOPLE TO DEVELOP RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
So that the personal development of young people is encouraged via out of school activities and
social interaction. To ensure that time and money invested in providing services for young people
is correctly targeted to meet their needs. To help prevent anti-social behaviour where there is a
lack of things to do in the village and no evening public transport to access activities elsewhere.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Youth Development Service, Rother District Council,
Safer Rother Partnership, St. Thomas Church, Camber Parish Council
1-5 years

ACTION THIRTEEN
RESEARCH THE REQUIREMENTS FOR IMPROVED PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Whilst there is a good bus service during the daytime, the absence of a late running bus service
means that there is limited access to recreational, entertainment, education and employment
opportunities in places such as Rye, Hastings and Ashford for residents of Camber who do not
have access to a car. The young and old are particularly disadvantaged.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Camber Parish Council, East Sussex County Council,
Action in Rural Sussex, local bus operators
1-2 years

ACTION FOURTEEN

PRO-

VIDE

STREET LIGHTING IN UNLIT / BADLY LIT AREAS OF THE PARISH
Establish the places where the introduction of street lighting will help to prevent anti-social
behaviour, vandalism, burglaries and the fear of crime
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Camber Parish Council, Sussex Police, residents associations
East Sussex County Council, AmicusHorizon
2-5 years

ACTION FIFTEEN
SET UP A CAMBER NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME
To promote a feeling of safety in the parish and the prompt reporting and awareness of local
crime. To help prevent vandalism, anti-social behaviour and burglaries in the village.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Sussex Police, Safer Rother Partnership, residents associations
1-2 years

ACTION SIXTEEN
PROMOTE THE USE OF THE MEMORIAL HALL TO THE WIDER COMMUNITY
To ensure that all ages, abilities and social groups are able to access and utilise the facilities at
the Memorial Hall.
So that it continues to be well maintained, funded and be available for the future benefit of the
whole community
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Memorial Hall Committee, residents associations, community groups,
clubs and societies, Camber Parish Council
1-5 years

ACTION SEVENTEEN
CONSULT TO ESTABLISH THE REQUIREMENTS FOR FURTHER PLAY FACILITIES
The provision of outdoor play facilities for toddlers, pre-school and less able children is currently
limited.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Pre-school and mother and toddler groups, Monday After School Club,
Action in Rural Sussex, Rother Voluntary Action, Camber Parish Council
1-2 years

ACTION EIGHTEEN
PURSUE A SMALL DEVELOPMENT OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
A Housing Needs survey carried out by AiRS in 2008 concluded that there was a need for a
small affordable housing development to meet the needs of people currently living in, or with a
strong connection to the parish.
Stakeholders:
Timeframe:

Camber Parish Council, Rother District Council, English Rural
4-5 years

Get Involved in the Action!
Would you like to play a part in shaping the future of Camber?
The Camber Action Plan is owned by the community and will be reviewed on a regular
basis by the Steering Group to ensure that it continues to reflect the needs of the local
people. However, it is important that the wider community continues to be involved in
delivering the Plan’s aspirations.
Do you have a particular interest, knowledge, expertise or skill which you feel would be
of benefit in taking one or more of the actions forward? Would you like to join any
working groups that are set up to share your experience for the benefit of Camber and
contribute to the development of these local projects?
If you would like to participate or find out more, please contact:

Email: info@camberactionplan.org.uk
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