Crowhurst Village
Action Plan 2010-2013
www.crowhurstpc.co.uk

CROWHURST VILLAGE ACTION PLAN
2010-2013

1.0 What is a Parish Action Plan?
The three main political parties have each stated their commitment to give small rural
communities an opportunity to run some of their own affairs, and to set out a vision for their
town or village to guide its future development. This is seen as an important role for parish and
town councils – the first tier of local government - in representing local people and improving
both the quality and range of local services.
District and County Councils
are encouraged to incorporate
parish plans as part of their own
development plans and in this
respect Rother Local Strategic
Partnership has stated its
commitment to supporting parish
action plans in their various strategic
priorities.
Parish Action Plans are an integral
part of the Quality Parish Award first
awarded to Crowhurst Parish Council
on 4 December 2006 and due for reaccreditation in December 2010.
A Parish Plan puts our community
in a better position to influence
the decision making process, take
on additional services and areas of
responsibility, work in partnership
with principal local authorities and
has proved to be a consideration
when applying for funding.

1.1 How Did We Do It?
The first Parish Plan covered the
period 2007-2010; it was reviewed
in September 2008 and again in
April 2009 to check on the progress
towards the objectives originally
set. A new Steering Group to
oversee the publication of the
2010-2013 Plan had its inaugural
meeting on 17 November 2009
and consisted of representatives
from local organisations and three
parish councillors. At that meeting
it was agreed that Crowhurst
Parish Councillors would each be
responsible for getting together

a group of local people to work
on various areas of the Plan. The
Steering Group met several times
resulting in this Plan.

1.2 What Happens Next?
The Plan will be delivered to all
households in the Parish and copies
will also be sent to Rother District
Council and East Sussex County
Council. Copies will also be available
in Battle Library, Bexhill Library,
Battle Community Help Point, Bexhill
Community Help Point, The Plough
Inn as well as on the Parish Council’s
website.

Now it is over to you!

It is your Plan for the future development of our village so please
do take a few minutes to let us know how you wish this to happen.
How and when the actions happen relies on involvement from local
groups, organisations, interested individuals, the Parish Council and local
government agencies.
You are encouraged to make comments via the Parish Council and you will
find a feedback sheet in this document to complete and return.
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2.0 A Potted History of Crowhurst
Crowhurst is a small village equidistant between Battle, Hastings and Bexhill-on-Sea in East
Sussex and has 25 Listed Buildings dating back to the 14th century.
For a considerable distance, the
Powder Mill stream forms the
boundary between Crowhurst and
Catsfield. It then flows due south
to join the Combe Haven dividing
Crowhurst from Bexhill. Crowhurst
consists of some 2,168 acres, mostly
pasture together with some 400
acres of woods and plantations. In
medieval times the Combe Haven
was navigable as far as Adam’s Farm.
The sea came up to the village and
the Recreation Ground and some
houses nearby are below sea level.
The earliest mention of Crowhurst
(probably deriving from the AngloSaxon Crohha hyrst (muddy wooded
hill) was in 771 when King Offa gave
‘8 hides’ (a term of measurement)
to the Bishop of Selsey, who then
built the Church. Before 1066 the
manor of Crowhurst was owned by
King Harold, and was completely
destroyed by the Normans before
the battle of Hastings. After the
conquest the land was given to
Robert Count of Eu. Crowhurst is
also mentioned in the Domesday
Book (1086). Crowhurst Manor

house, the ruins of which can still
be seen next to the church, was
built by Walter de Scotney in the
12th century. Although known as
Crowhurst Castle when it was built it
was in fact a fortified manor house.
St George’s Church was granted
to the Priory of the Holy Trinity in
Hastings by Walter de Scotney at the
end of the 12th century. The parish
registers begin in 1558.
The Yew Tree in the churchyard is
well over 1,000 years old, one of the
oldest in England, and it is certain
that William the Conqueror would
have passed it. In 1907 the railings
were put in place to save it from
further damage, and in 1938 its girth
at the base was 42ft.
There is evidence in the Forewoods
of Roman iron-ore mining dating
back to the first century AD and
a mention in 1334 of 70 acres of
woodland already known then as the
‘Forwode’. In the 17th Century the
ironworks of Crowhurst formed an
important industry.

Some items from more recent
history:
• T he railway station was built
in 1902 at the junction
where the line to Bexhill
branched off – this was
closed by Dr Beeching
in 1964.
• T he Christian Healing Centre,
The Old Rectory, opened in
1928.
•B
 roadband arrived in the
village in November 2004

2.1 Crowhurst Today
Crowhurst Parish Council was
established by statute in 1894 and
has 7 elected councillors who meet 11
times per year on the third Monday
in every month except August, and
who actively seek to further the best
interests of residents. The Recreation
Ground Committee, chaired by a
Parish Councillor, meets 3 times per
year. The Parish Council has
a part-time clerk, a website
(www.crowhurstpc.co.uk) and
produces a quarterly newsletter.
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Crowhurst Today
Crowhurst has a population of 838
(electorate 6601) with a Precept
of £23,751 (2010/11) and includes
St George’s Church, Crowhurst
CE Primary School, Village Hall
and one public house. It is on the
main Hastings to Charing Cross
railway line making it popular with
commuters living within and beyond
the parish boundary and, unlike
many villages in the UK, it has a wide
age range. The recorded population
estimates in 20092, show that of the
838 people living in Crowhurst;
• 17.2% - 0-14 years
• 12.2 % - 15-29 years
• 13.8% - 30-44 years
• 32.8% - 45-64 years
• 11.0% - 65-74 years
• 8.4% - 75-84 years
• 4.7% - 85+ years

well integrated and active village
shown by the wealth and variety of
activities organized by residents, the
facilities they work to maintain, and
the level of voluntary help given to
so many organizations. The doctor
serving Crowhurst holds a surgery
once a week in the Village Hall.
St George’s Church is located in the
middle of the village. It is an active
Church of England place of worship
which is planning a programme of
restoration and increasing facilities
to make it more useful to the
community it serves.
Parish Council owns the Recreation
Ground and its Pavilion, as well as
two pieces of land – one is leased
by the Village Hall Management
Committee and the other is leased by
the Youth Club.

The Recreation Ground and Pavilion
are used regularly by the Cricket Club,
Football Club, Junior Football Club,
Stoolball Club, Tennis Club, and the
Primary School, as well as the Annual
Village Fayre and school sports days.
The Playground is an integral part of
the Recreation Ground and a popular
venue for children up to the age of
12 years. The Village Hall is used by
the School, Playgroup, drama and art
classes, fitness classes, meetings and
social events.
The current issues affecting
Crowhurst, together with the needs
and aspirations of local residents
and village organizations, form the
basis of the Action Plan Strategies
that have been developed as part of
this Plan in response to the following
issues:

There are 24 organizations and
clubs represented in Crowhurst, it
has its own magazine (Crowhurst
News) and the Catsfield & Crowhurst
Parish Magazine; there is a monthly
Village Market which has an
Information Stall on which anyone
can put information that may be of
interest to other residents. Parish
Council uses this to inform residents
of parish, district and county
information as well as local events,
theatres, etc. Crowhurst is a lively,
4
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3.0 Village Key Issues and Concerns
3.1 Traffic
As stated in the 2007 plan there is
still no public transport in the village
apart from the train and it remains
an ambition to secure and retain
a bus service. The Parish Council
works closely with local people,
Southeastern Trains and the MP in
an attempt to at least retain the
current rail schedule. Car ownership
in 2001 showed there were 532 cars
in the village a number most surely
exceeded by now. Excessive vehicle
speeds and ‘rat-running’ continue to
occupy the minds of villagers though
with better public transport links, car
usage may reduce.

The Public Inquiry into the Link
Road was held in November 2009
and at the time of going to print
the Inspector’s recommendations
have been delayed.
Crowhurst was well represented
at the Inquiry by The Crowhurst
Society, the Parish Council and
several villagers and our
objections to the route of the
road were put forward
strongly.
Crowhurst’s future hangs in the
balance and the decision is awaited
with trepidation.

3.2 Affordable Housing

Affordable housing remains an
issue as house prices in Crowhurst
are fairly high and it is a concern
that young people raised in the
Village have to move out to be able
to afford to buy a property of their
own. The aim must be to maintain
a community with a cross section
of age and income, so that people
growing up in the village, and
wishing to remain in it, can do so.

3.3 Planning and the
Local Development
Framework

There are 3 major documents
that will in the coming years be a
significant factor affecting local
planning issues that aim to identify
new housing allocations – Rother
District Council’s Local Development
Framework, Hastings Borough
Council’s Local Development
Framework and the South East Plan.
This last document is a regional
strategy that contains a specific
strategy for the Sussex Coast subregion and proposes that in this area
particular emphasis be given to the
economic regeneration of Hastings
and Bexhill. The above mentioned
authorities see the proposed Bexhill/
Hastings Link Road as being a vital
part of this regeneration.
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Village Key Issues and Concerns
The prospect of hundreds of
new houses coming right up to
Crowhurst’s parish boundaries is
a major concern for residents and
the Parish Council raises this issue
in the strongest terms at every
opportunity with principal authorities.
The establishment of the Pebsham
Countryside Park is welcomed as a
means of keeping a ‘gap’ between
Crowhurst and neighbouring
authorities and helps maintain the
integrity of the village.
Given the potential impact on
the Village of these proposed
developments, it is particularly
important to keep abreast of them
and seek to influence them at every
stage for the benefit of the local
community.

3.4 C
 hildren and
Young People
The local Playgroup and School offer
pre-school and primary education and
help to make the village attractive to
families with children. This results in
a community that includes a strong
element of youth and rejuvenation
at its heart. There are 111 children
attending the school (March 2010)
36% of whom live in the village
with the rest living in surrounding
areas. By being able to offer places
6

to pupils from outside the village,
the School attracts funds that enable
it to remain financially viable. In
addition these organizations and the
Youth Club provide opportunities for
local employment and community
involvement, which enables families
to get more involved in village life,
develop social networks, as well as
their skills and experience.

Most children attending the Playgroup
progress onto the School and both
organizations work closely together to
ensure a smooth transition.

The Playgroup currently operates
three mornings a week. Whilst there
is demand for an extended service,
it is not possible within the village
hall. With the potential development
of the Village Hall it may be possible
to extend childcare services in the
longer-term.

Crowhurst Youth Club provides a
range of extra-curricular activities
for children aged 11-14 and has
considerably increased these in recent
years. However, there is a need for
activities within the village for the
older age group.

There has been no provision in the
village for the toddler age group but
St George’s Church has recently set up
Little Dragons to meet this need. The
church is also keen to develop a good
quality church based youth group.
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Village Key Issues and Concerns
The Youth Club hut situated on the
Recreation Ground requires ongoing
repairs and maintenance, partly due
to damage caused by vandalism and
partly due to its age and condition.
This is becoming increasingly costly
and thought must be given to its
replacement in the future.
The future of the village will depend
on its young people and it is vital
to stimulate their interest and
encourage them to become involved
in the future development of the
village. By this means future parish
councillors will be cultivated.

3.5 H
 ealth in the
Community

in some difficulty in accessing the
surgery in Battle when they can no
longer drive.
It is important that every effort is
made to retain the weekly surgery
and to ensure that the services
of LINK, the village volunteer car
service, continue to be able to meet
the demands for visits to out-of
village NHS facilities.

3.6 L eisure and
Recreation
The success of Crowhurst
Community Arts Fund and its ever
expanding programme of events

mean that it is outgrowing the venue
resources of the village.
For indoor events it uses the village
hall, which is proving inadequate in
both size and facilities, and the youth
club; for outdoor events the Quarry
Wood and the Recreation Ground.
There are many lively groups and
organisations represented in the
village that also experience similar
difficulties.
Apart from a new village hall, the
aim needs to be to provide an
outside venue in addition to, or an
expansion of, the Recreation Ground.

Knowing what services are available
and where to find the information
is an issue for residents, particularly
those without a computer. Apart
from domiciliary visiting, the only
NHS provision provided within the
village is a weekly doctor’s surgery
in the village hall by the Martins
Oak practice in Battle. This is much
appreciated particularly by elderly
residents. There is no bus service
from the village and there is the
constant threat of a reduction in
the train service, consequently there
is concern that elderly residents
who currently have a car would be
7
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Village Key Issues and Concerns
3.7 Community Facilities
The village hall is the main arena
in which villagers meet together
and through which personal and
community relationships are forged
and developed. The village hall has
served Crowhurst well for decades
but is now in need of serious and
costly attention. It needs facilities
to meet standards now expected by
villagers and organisations. Although
fairly long term, the aim must be
to have a new hall that will serve
Crowhurst for many decades to
come.
The aims of the monthly Village
Market, which has proved to be
very successful, are to promote the
sale of local foods and crafts, to
support local needs and charities,
to provide an opportunity for local
events and activities to be publicized,
and to provide a regular social
meeting place. It is a challenge to
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keep the market going as it is a
regular commitment for already busy
people and there is a constant need
to attract suitable new stalls and
customers.

3.8 Communication
Communication with residents is a
major function of local government
and Crowhurst has several means
of achieving this via notice boards,
Crowhurst News magazine, the
Village Organizations list, the
Information Stall at the monthly
Village Market and the Parish
Council’s quarterly newsletter.
Unfortunately the village website
identified in the 2007 plan did not
materialize for a variety of reasons
but always remained an objective.
However, in late 2009 the Parish
Council decided to take up Rother
District Council’s offer of free use of
their website which led to the launch
of www.crowhurstpc.co.uk in early

2010. Work will continue on this
as experience grows and residents
identify the information they would
like to see on the website.
With the introduction of broadband
into the Village in 2004, access
to electronic information and
communication proved an invaluable
tool for many and enables some
residents to work from home for
at least part of their working week.
Ensuring that everyone in the village
has access to a computer and a
faster broadband has yet to be
achieved and this is something to
work towards in the coming years.
Village statistics are always available
from East Sussex County Council and
can be accessed on its website
www.eastsussex.gov.uk . Maintaining
and updating the history of the
village is seen as important in this
fast changing age.
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4.0 Action Plan Strategies
The action plan has been split into 10 headings :Traffic, Children and Young People, Leisure and Recreation, Waste and Re-cycling, Community
Facilities, Community Safety, Health in the Community, Affordable Housing, Planning & the
Local Development Framework, Communication

 utcomes of the
O
2007-2010
Action Plans
4.1 Traffic

Key Achievements
• Chicane installed at Primary
School
• Significant work on opposition to
the Link Road route and ensuring
the best outcome for the village if
it is built
• Retained trains in peak hours
• Maintained curb and hedge cutting

4.2 C
 hildren and Young
People
Key Achievements
• A range of learning opportunities
and leisure facilities are provided
• The development of school
facilities has been secured
• More play/sports activities,
including the multi use games area
at the school and the playground
in the recreation ground have been
provided
• Additional teaching and assembly
space has been provided

Objectives not met
• Identify physical venues in the
village that offer facilities for
learning opportunities
• Identify current activities within
the village and who has access to
what.
• Undertake a skills audit within
the village to identify individuals
or groups who could deliver
knowledge to others
• Develop and deliver a Crowhurst
Parish Education plan offering
a range of courses at a range of
venues throughout the year

Objectives not met
• to seek to improve co-ordination of
transport services with information
points – some work has been done
on this but the experience of the
Community Transport service
shows that the high car ownership
in villages results in little use of a
bus service.
• where possible to increase
pedestrian foot refuge paths –
investigations showed that to
make this viable landowners would
be required to provide refuge paths
on their land.
• to re-form the Traffic Committee –
this was felt not to be necessary as
the Parish Council works with ESCC
on traffic management.

9

CROWHURST VILLAGE ACTION PLAN
2010-2013

Action Plan Strategies
4.3 Leisure and Recreation
Key Achievements

• Identified and maintained a list of
social and sporting groups in the
village
• Maintained village community
buildings
• Surveyed younger people about
need for other facilities
• Continue to work with councils
to have access to what’s on and
available
• Refurbished children’s playground
• Provided footpath to pavilion and
youth club
• Improved drainage in recreation
ground
• Supported Village Market

Objectives not met
• Requirements and funding of a
new village hall.

4.5 Community Safety
Key Achievements

• Maintained close police liaison
• Maintained village emergency plan

Objectives not met
• The re-launch of the
Neighbourhood Watch.
Unfortunately no volunteer coordinator was identified.
• Provision of crime prevention
advice. No advice was sought.

4.6 H
 ealth in the
Community
Key Achievements

• Maintained Doctor’s surgery in the
village
• Maintained free prescription
delivery service in the village

Objectives not met

4.4 Waste and Recycling
Key Achievements

• Maintained a litter free recreation
ground
• Maintained recycling point in
Station Road
• Kept graffiti problem to a minimum
in the village

Objectives not met
• The identification of village
businesses
• Signage requesting dog owners to
remove dog mess from footpaths
and verges.
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• All objectives identified were
achieved.

4.7 Affordable Housing
Key Achievements

• Undertook Opinion survey

4.8 Planning and the
Local Development
Framework

Key Achievements

• Played an important role in
representing the village at the Link
Road Inquiry
• Provided a balanced response to
new planning applications in the
village.

Objectives not met
• All objectives identified were all
ongoing and will continue to be so.

4.9 Communication
Key Achievements

• Published booklet on recent
Crowhurst history

Objectives not met
• Renewed and replaced village
notice boards
• L ack of village interest in
contributing to the village website
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The New Plan takes up some of the objectives not achieved in the
2007- 2010 plan and includes new objectives brought forward by
village organizations.

5.0 Going Forward 2010-2013
5.1 Traffic Action Plan

Aim : To ensure that Crowhurst maintains a balance between having good transport
links together with maintaining a rural village. Transport should allow safe access for
all in the village.

Objective

Why

Action

By When

By Who

Alleviate parking problems
at school during peak
periods

To elevate safety of
pedestrians and safer
progress of non-school
traffic

Discuss with Head
Teacher, Parents and Road
Users

Designated Parish
Councillor

2010

Ease parking problems in
Station Road

Car park charges at
railway station have
caused drivers to park in
the road and on verges

Lobby Meteor Parking
and Network Rail, form
residents/commuters
group

Representative from
Residents Group
Designated Parish
Councillor.

2011

Notify need for repairs
to potholes and road
surfaces throughout
Crowhurst

Poor state of roads causes
drivers to take avoiding
action with possibility of
endangering road users
and damage to vehicles

Lobby ESCC Highways

Designated Parish
Councillor
Rother District Councillor

On going

Investigate erection of
“flashing speed limit”
signs at strategic points
in village

To try to curb excessive
vehicle speeds through
village

Discuss with interested
people in village.
Obtain costs from ESCC
Highways

Parish Council

2011

Provide Playground
Warden at Primary School

To encourage parents to
drive off after dropping
off children in mornings,
freeing up pressure on
limited parking outside
school

Discuss with Head Teacher
and School Governors

Parish Council

2010

Erect “picket fence” type
gateways on roads into
Crowhurst

Improve and maintain
aesthetics of the village
and encourage traffic
to slow when entering
village

Parish Council

2013

Complete kerbing at
triangle on Ballards Hill

Prevent further erosion
of grass and maintain
junction separation

Parish Council

2010

Work with ESCC
Highways and landowners

Work with ESCC Highways
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Going Forward 2010-2013
5.2 C
 hildren and Young
People
Aim: To support children and young
people to achieve their full potential and
enjoy a healthy, safe and happy life in
which they can be active citizens who
take responsibility for their actions and
respect others.

Objective

Why

Action

By When

By Whom

Develop a village Scout
Troop

To provide a means for
Cubs to progress

Investigate demand and
suitable leaders

Cub/Scout Leaders

2013

Consider setting up a
village Beaver Colony

To provide access to the
Scout movement for
younger children

Investigate viability,
demand and suitable
leaders

Cub/Scout Leaders

2013

Create a parish room in
the Church

To provide a venue for
Sunday School, pre-school
Little Dragons Group and
work with older children.

Draw up plans and costs

Parochial Church Council

2011

Develop Youth Club
activities and trips

To continue to engage
children aged 10-16

Produce new Youth Club
Development Plan 201214

Youth Club

2010

Develop Youth Club into
two age groups

To offer more activities
for young people aged
14+

Continue to seek funding
and leadership

Youth Club

Subject to recruitment

Develop youth
involvement in local
democracy

To engage young people
in the future development
of the village

Encourage young people
to become involved with
the Parish Council

Action in rural Sussex
Youth Club
Parish Council

On going

Identify premises for
increased Playgroup
provision

Demand identified for
increased hours

Survey parents to identify
amount of increased
provision required

Playgroup Committee
Village Hall Management
Committee

2013
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Going Forward 2010-2013
5.3 Leisure and Recreation
Aim: To provide leisure and recreational facilities to village inhabitants
regardless of age and fitness.
Action

By Whom

By When

Objective

Why

To maintain high standard
of upkeep of Recreation
Ground

For continued use by user
groups and village.

Litter clearing, bin
emptying, grass cutting
and weeding

Recreation Ground
Committee, Parish
Council, Peter Cochrane
Kent County Council

On going

Maintain ditches and
drainage at Recreation
Ground

To ensure good condition
for user groups and
prevent flooding

Frequent monitoring all
year

Recreation Ground
Committee,
Peter Cochrane

On going

Provide a performance
area south of the Youth
Club hut

For performing arts
outdoor facility

Obtain agreement of
Parish Council & Youth
Club. Carry out site
wildlife survey

Crowhurst Community
Arts Fund
Village Working Party

Summer 2010

Provision of basketball
practice court

To provide facility for
older children

Carry out survey, obtain
quotes and seek funding

Recreation Ground
Committee, Parish Council
Youth Club

2013

Upgrade and enlarge
Recreation Ground car
park

To improve surface and
provide more car parking
spaces

Obtain quotes

Recreation Ground
Committee
Parish Council

2011

Monitor maintenance of
Pavilion

To keep in good order and
to respond promptly to
repairs

Frequent monitoring all
year

Recreation Ground
Committee

On going

Improve internal facilities
of Pavilion

To upgrade standards

Develop an internal
decorating and
improvement plan

Recreation Ground
Committee

2011

Investigate more
permanent surface on
Playground

To overcome continual
replacement of chippings

Obtain quotes and cost
analysis

Recreation Ground
Committee

2012

Bi-annual survey of
footpaths

To ensure safe passage
of users

Work in conjunction with
ESCC

Designated Parish
Councillor, ESCC

2013

Monitor footpaths, stiles
and bridges

To ensure dog friendly
stiles and upkeep of paths
and bridges

Report any deficiencies to
Rights of Way Officer

Recreation Ground
Committee

On going

Analyse village physical
fitness needs for all
sections of the community

2012 Olympics will focus
attention on fitness

Contact relevant
organisations to identify
need

Recreation Ground
Committee
Parish Council

2011
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Going Forward 2010-2013
5.4 Waste and Recycling
Aim: To encourage the reduction in waste
and recycling of household rubbish, and
ensure the village and recreation ground
remain litter free.

Action

By Whom

By When

Objective

Why

Ensure that the village
and recreation ground are
litter free

To preserve the quality of
the village

Provide litter bins and
continue contract with
Groundsman

Groundsman

On going

Invite the Rother
Recycling Bus to the
Village Fayre

To educate and encourage
recycling

Demonstration and
information

Village Fayre Committee

Every August

Monitor recycling bins at
the Station and ensure
regular emptying

To encourage recycling
and discourage overspill
at the site

Regular contact with
Rother District Council

Parish Council

On going

14

CROWHURST VILLAGE ACTION PLAN
2010-2013

Going Forward 2010-2013
5.5 Community Facilities
Aim: To maintain and improve facilities
Objective

Why

Action

By Whom

By When

Maintain and improve Youth
Club hut

To continue to provide
dedicated premises

Continue with maintenance
programme and source
funding

Youth Club

On going

Develop parish room for the
community

To provide additional village
facility

Prepare plans and costings

Parochial Church Council

2013

Encourage greater
community use of the church

Church is an under used
village facility

Examine possible uses

Parochial Church Council

2012

Acquire a piece of land in
village

For new village hall or as a
village asset

Negotiate when Court Lodge
Farm is on sale.

Parish Council

2011

Work towards a new village
hall

Finite life of current village
hall

Prepare costed design.
Investigate grants

Village Hall Management
Committee

On going

Install Internet connection in
Village Hall

For information,
presentations and e-planning

Investigate provision and/or
negotiate with school

Village Hall Management
Committee, School

2010

Maintenance of current
Village Hall

To maintain hall as fit for
purpose

New toilet provision which
meets DDA requirements.
Expand and re-equip
kitchen.
New meeting room and
demountable stage

Village Hall Management
Committee

2010
2012
2013/15

Increase sale of local
products at Village Market

To increase variety of
products and produce for
sale

Contact local and
neighbouring producers

Village Market Committee

2011

Increase attendance at
monthly village market

To improve longer term
viability

Increase scope of advertising

Village Market Committee

2010

Further develop the
Community Gardening Group

To expand to include
chickens and fruit trees

Obtain grant for training in
the care of chickens. Provide
training in the care of fruit
trees

Crowhurst Community
Agriculture, Grants

2011

Expansion of the Community
Gardening Group

To increase membership and
activities

Investigate use of some land
south of the Youth Club

Crowhurst Community
Agriculture, Grants

2012

Develop increased learning
space and improve visual
appearance of school

To meet modern standards
and provide the full national
curriculum and extended
school agenda

Plans drawn up in 2009 to be
progressed

School Governing Body
ESCC

2010

Parish Councillors to be
included in citizenship
classes at school

To increase awareness of
what parish councils do

Parish Council to liaise with
school

Head Teacher
Governing body
Parish Council

2011

15
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Going Forward 2010-2013
5.6 Community Safety
Aim: To ensure the village is kept safe from crime, that residents are well informed about risks and incidents, and are
advised on crime prevention measures.
Objective

Why

Action

By When

By Whom

Re-launch Neighbourhood
Watch

No scheme currently in
village

Police keen to progress
this and have appointed a
dedicated organiser

Sussex Police
Designated Parish
Councillor

2011

Regular liaison with
Police

To monitor crime,
accidents and anti-social
behaviour

PCSO attendance at Parish
Council meetings. PCSO
liaison with designated
Parish Councillor

PCSO.
Parish Council
Sussex Police

On going

Provide every household
and business with the
opportunity for crime
prevention advice

Reduce fear of crime

Home and business visits

Neighbourhood Watch
Co-Ordinator
Designated Parish
Councillor

2011

Maintain the Village
Emergency Plan

To ensure it is fit for
purpose

Keep updated the list of
volunteers

Designated Parish
Councillor

On going

Hold a Police Open
Evening in Village Hall

To enable residents to
ask questions and have
presentations on various
Police topics

Negotiate with Sussex
Police

PCSO.
Sussex Police
Designated Parish
Councillor

2010

Provide a dedicated Police
notice board in village

To display information,
local officers contact
details, etc

Negotiate with Sussex
Police

PCSO
Sussex Police
Designated Parish
Councillor

2012
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5.7 Health in the Community
Aim: To ensure essential health care services are maintained in the village and are accessible to all regardless of age and
ability to travel.
Why

Objective

Action

By Whom

By When

Ensure that the GP
surgery is maintained in
the village

For villagers, particularly
the elderly and those
without transport, can
access these medical
services

Maintain access to GP
services in the village
hall

Village Hall Management
Committee
Primary Care Trust

On going

Ensure that residents are
aware that prescribed
medication is delivered
free where required

For villagers without
transport to have access
to this facility

Include information in
Crowhurst News

Crowhurst News
Parish Council

On going

Ensure that information
on health care services is
made known to residents

So that residents are
aware of the services
available

Information to be
available at the Village
Market and on the Village
Hall notice board

Parish Council

On going

5.8 Affordable Housing
Aim: To provide a balance of accommodation in Crowhurst.
Objective
Continue to monitor
whether there is a need in
the community

Why
To be aware of village
requirements

Action
Survey village if required

By Whom
Parish Council

By When
On going
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5.9 Planning and The Local Development Framework
Aim: To ensure that planning issues that affect the village are closely monitored and responded to in an appropriate way.
Objective

Why

Action

By When

By Whom

Monitor the development
of the Local Development
Framework for both
Hastings and Rother

To safeguard where
possible the interests of
Crowhurst

Feedback on consultation
documents within
required deadlines

Parish Council
Crowhurst Society

On going

Examine all planning
applications

To ensure village
development is
appropriate

Arrange site visits as
applications received.
Ensure comments are
relevant to planning
policy documents

Parish Council

On going

Ensure parish is equipped
to deal with electronic
planning applications

Will be a Government
requirement in the near
future

Obtain necessary
equipment through
District Council or grants

Parish Council
Rother District Council
Government E-Planning
Portal

2010

Monitor developments on
Hastings/Bexhill Link Road
proposals following Public
Inquiry outcome

To provide the best
possible outcome for
Crowhurst

Meet regularly with ESCC
and contractors

Parish Council
Crowhurst Society
ESCC
Contractors

On going
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5.10 Communication
Aim – To ensure all residents in Crowhurst have equal access to community information.
Objective

Why

By When

By Whom

Action

Increased use of the
Parish Council website
to enable better
communication with the
village

For easier access
to information,
communication & to
reduce the need for
printed information

Regularly monitor and
update the website.
Provide forum for
residents’ views and
surveys

Designated Parish
Councillor, Clerk and
Rother Webmaster

November 2010

Commission an oral
history project where
village residents can
record details of past
events in the village

To further build on work
previously produced to
preserve and record the
history of Crowhurst

Interview and record
village history, using
Rother recording
equipment

To be identified

2013

Encourage younger
people to get involved in
local democracy

To raise awareness and
become involved in the
development of the
village

Work with Action in rural
Sussex on a project to
develop a toolkit for other
villages to use

Youth Club
Action in rural Sussex
Parish Council

2011

Replace the 2 notice
boards in the village

Current notice boards
old and let water. A good
communication point that
is important for residents
and visitors

Seek local tenders

Designated Parish
Councillor

2011

Investigate provision of a
Community Information
Point

To enable people without
computers to access the
internet for information
and communication

Identify suitable premises.
Apply for grants

Parish Council

2012

Update Parish Council’s
quarterly newsletter

Needs revamping to
maintain village interest

Design new layout

Designated Parish
Councillor and Clerk

2011

Produce leaflet about the
Parish Council and its
work

To inform residents about
the workings of the
Council and what it does

Draw up leaflet for Parish
Council approval

Clerk

2012
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