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PETT PARISH ACTION PLAN
Your views and comments
You may recall that earlier in the year we wrote to the residents of Pett Parish and, with the help of the volunteers who deliver our parish
magazine, asked everyone to complete and return a fairly comprehensive questionnaire. 246 people of all ages representing 30% of our
population did so. Many of you also took this opportunity to add more than 466 comments and suggestions, identifying your wants and
dislikes.
All the questionnaires were read and members of the planning group have condensed the information supplied into this Parish Action
Plan, which reflects the views and concerns of our community as a whole. Also contained within this document is a number of
recommendations, which we feel, if implemented, would help to enhance the quality of life of us all, whilst at the same time, not
endangering the rural environment that we love and cherish.
The way forward is much dependent upon both local enthusiasm and Council based assistance to turn the suggested action points into
fact. We will, as a matter of course, be asking the local authorities to incorporate our findings into their respective development plans and
trust that the views expressed, via one of the most comprehensive consultation processes ever undertaken by our community... for our
community, are given appropriate consideration.

Parish Planning Group
Sarah Adams

Ray Barden

Janet Crook

Sue Dengate

Jillian Green

John Harding

Chris Saint (Chairman)
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TOPIC/ HEADING
EMPLOYMENT AND
BUSINESS

SUMMARY
The majority of those running a business within the parish
feel the parish magazine is a successful forum for
advertising their skills.

ACTION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

2

Produce a local business skills directory.
Develop a village website with local
businesses being included as a central
reference.
Trial networking events both in the parish
and with neighbouring communities.
Advertise via a local business notice
board.
Look at the possibility of a local “trade with
confidence” or “buy with confidence”
scheme.
Promote the idea of using local
businesses and trades in first call.

TOPIC/ HEADING

COMMUNITY
SERVICES

SUMMARY
Although local communication is good and all respondents
receive it principally via the parish magazine, shops, notice
boards etc., a need was identified for a village website.
There was a general dissatisfaction with County and District
Councils, and their use of resources, particularly with regard to
refuse and recycling services, road repairs and planning
controls. It was also commented that there is little feedback
from local County and District councillors. It was felt that the
use of the parish magazine would improve this. There was
however praise for the Parish Council.
There is a general view that more facilities for young people
could be provided within the village. This links in to improved
bus service/car share/community transport in general,
particularly at weekends.
Some single respondents felt there is a lack of informal social
events where they can feel comfortable and, as a
consequence, they feel isolated.
It was felt that services at the Village Hall surgery could be
expanded and improved, particularly to support the elderly and
pregnant women.
A community shop with a wider range of products than the
existing shop was proposed together with greater participation
and use of the Saturday market.
Speeding control and police officers on foot were also
mentioned.
In addition to the above, there are a number of respondents
who are generally happy with things as they are.

ACTION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

Develop a village website, in addition to the
excellent communication provided by the
parish magazine, notice boards etc.
More facilities for young people such as a
meeting place or skateboard site.
Weekend
bus
service/community
transport/car share.
Improved recycling collection, to include
cardboard and glass.
Speeding control in Pett Road and
improvements in road repairs.
Liaison with Rother District Council to take
into account local opinion regarding planning
control and enforcement, and other issues
such as recycling.
Investigate the need for social events where
single or elderly people can meet together
informally.
Improvement of the services at the Village
Hall surgery for the elderly and pregnant
women.
Examine the possibility of a community shop
for local goods and/or the expansion of the
Saturday market.
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TOPIC/ HEADING
CHILDREN AND
YOUNG PEOPLE

COMMUNITY
SAFETY

4

SUMMARY

ACTION

Many expressed concerns about the infrequent bus service to
schools and colleges in the area, particularly Bexhill. Parents
are making many additional trips to ferry children to and from
activities outside of school hours.
From the small sample of responses completed by young
people none felt that there was enough for them to do in the
parish.
A number of respondents reported that their children would
use a youth club if one were available.

1. Develop an area for children aged 8 and above
as the recreation ground facilities are in need of
updating and are geared towards very young
children.
2. Build a BMX/ skate board ramp.
3. Promote the establishment of a youth club at the
Village Hall to encourage young people to
participate more in village activities.
4. Try to identify bus service timetabling issues and
liaise with East Sussex County Council.

The main causes for concern about safety within the
community are speeding traffic, dangerous parking on bends,
across footpaths and on kerbs, the use of mobile phones whilst
driving, threatening behaviour in the Recreation Ground,
inconsiderate use of jet skis and dog fouling.
A significant number of respondents feel a more visible police
presence would help to address some of these issues, with
many suggesting a return to a regular ‘bobby on the beat’ type
of policing.

1.
2.
3.

Improve and expand the Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme.
Press for enforcement of traffic restrictions.
Encourage villagers as individuals to record
anti-social driving and pass the details to the
local police.

TOPIC/ HEADING
ENVIRONMENT
AND PUBLIC
SERVICES

SUMMARY
It is clear that a large majority of respondents value the rural
nature of the parish, with its ready access to the sea and areas
of outstanding natural beauty, and wish to preserve and protect
the environment.
There was significant comment recorded about the lack of
facilities for the collection of cardboard and glass by Rother
District Council, which could be readily recycled.

ACTION
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

Protect village/ rural way of life, together with
the look of the village, particularly footpaths,
woodland, The Flower Show, wildlife, verges
and wild flowers, sea wall and green open
spaces.
Resist any large housing developments.
Object to possible future proposals for street
lighting.
Investigate the possibility of having a team of
volunteers to monitor litter and rubbish
dumping in the lanes, roadsides and at Pett
Level on the beach, etc.
Ensure the Parish Council continues to protect
and support all items with regard to village life,
as stated above.
Investigate additional re-cycling facilities
especially at the Village Hall.
Protect all green spaces.
Increase the number of dog litter bins,
together with better education for those dog
owners who do not follow the good behaviour
of the majority
Extend, at Pett Level, the dog-free areas of
the beach.
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TOPIC/ HEADING
ROADS AND
TRANSPORT
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SUMMARY
Speeding throughout the parish is an issue of great concern to
many, with most citing this along the length of Pett Road and
Pett Level Road.
The most common danger areas mentioned (although not all
within the parish but which affect parishioners) are the
junctions of Peter James Lane, Chapel Lane, Rosemary Lane,
Watermill Lane and Pannel Lane, with Pett Road.
Others include the narrow part of Friars Hill and Lunsford
Farm, the bends at Arthurs Close, the Village Hall, the
Methodist Church and the Recreation Ground.
Whilst some thought there should be more footpaths, others
felt the need to resist ‘urbanisation’ of the village in case this
leads to the provision of street lighting.
Most parishioners are self sufficient and use their own
transport. However they would adopt public transport if the
frequency and reliability were much improved.
There was serious criticism of timetabling problems and how
these affected essential transport links for other services. For
example, pupils attending schools in Bexhill find it difficult to
get a connecting bus from Ore to Pett during the latter part of
the school day. Another example mentioned by a number of
residents of all ages was the difficulties encountered in
travelling to the Conquest Hospital.
The removal of services from Pett at the weekend, particularly
on Saturday, has caused difficulties and reduced job
opportunities for youth in the village.

ACTION
1.
2.
3.

Investigate the possibility of lower speed limits
and/ or traffic calming
Press for the return of a Saturday bus service.
Look into the possibility of a private bus
service

TOPIC/ HEADING
HOUSING NEEDS
AND
DEVELOPMENT

SUMMARY
The general consensus expressed in the comments given and
the statistical information returned, supports the view that
future development and housing in the parish is a very
important and sensitive issue. There was no evidence to
support the view that there is a requirement for affordable
housing or that there is a “waiting list” for young people to rent
or buy accommodation in the local vicinity. The preferred
design of future development was concentrated on smaller
type dwellings to meet the need of downsizing, affordability for
first time buyers and key workers, and ideally, where possible,
utilising redundant buildings or small sites. Special
consideration perhaps should also be given to the building of
sheltered housing similar to that of the FIVE VILLAGES home
at Icklesham.
There was a significant amount of objections and criticism
levelled against Rother District Council for granting approval for
inappropriate development out of character with the nature of
the village. There was also serious concern about the lack of
enforcement action where developers breach planning
requirements, and the risks of continually approving
development on the flood plain in Pett Level.
The development at the Two Sawyers was cited by a number
of respondents as a prime example.

ACTION
1.

2.

3.
4.

Submit a copy of this action plan to local
authority planning departments so that they
are aware of the views and needs of the local
community.
Encourage, via the planning process, future
developers and builders to engage with the
Parish Council and other community groups
to ensure that their applications are
sympathetic to both the local character and
qualities of Pett parish.
Extend this consultative process to assess in
detail, if there is a need for social housing for
the older people in the parish
Pursue at every opportunity the need to
provide an adequate sewerage system
through Pett village and Pett Level.
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TOPIC/ HEADING

SUMMARY

ACTION

CULTURE AND
LEISURE

Most adult respondents expressed the view that there are
adequate places to meet and socialise.
There were a number of suggestions for new activities and
social events including table tennis, computer training, outdoor
gym, country dancing, music and drama, etc.
Some older respondents, without access to transport,
expressed the view that they felt isolated.
For young people, a need for a youth club was identified.

1. As the Parish Council is already looking at a

COMMUNICATION
AND INFORMATION

Access to the internet and good television reception would
appear to be variable throughout the parish, with some
receiving good reception and others requiring the boost for
satellite dishes. BBC reception would appear to be the worst.
The highest proportion of those without internet access was
recorded in the older age range.
The moderate/ poor reception reported by a number of
respondents may preclude completely the reception of digital
terrestrial television when it comes on-stream in 2012.

1. The BBC will be notified of the paucity of signal
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children’s play area, further thought might be
given to whether there is any other land
available to extend activities available for all
(young and old).
2. The Village Hall Committee should be asked to
investigate the possibility of supporting and
promoting the creation of new social groups,
including a new youth club.
3. As the population size of the village may not
provide viable numbers for some new activities,
promotion should be encouraged with
neighbouring villages.
4. Footpath access should be made easier with
regard to the height of some stiles, those that
need repair, dog access, overgrown paths,
having a map, better signposts for field paths
and ensuring that the right to use the footpaths
was protected.

in some areas of the village prior to the digital
switch-over.
The possibility of a village wide Wi-Fi hotspot
should be investigated to facilitate low-cost
internet access to those currently without.

SUPPORTING COMMENTS FROM PETT PARISH COUNCIL
Pett Parish Council is pleased to support the publication of the first Local Action Plan for the parish of Pett and Pett Level. The Parish Council records
its sincere thanks to Mr. Chris Saint and his team of volunteers who have contributed many hours of work in the production of this most helpful and
useful document.
The Parish Council can confirm that it will use the completed Local Action Plan as a working document and that, together with those involved in the
original production, will undertake regular reviews of the Plan contents, proposals and aspirations. The Parish Council will support working with other
agencies and local authorities to meet the objectives set out in the plan.
The Parish Council will continue to endeavour to provide local amenities for all of the community and encourage and support local village
organisations in improving the well being of the inhabitants of the village.
Finally, the Parish Council records its appreciation to all those who gave time to complete the Survey Questionnaire and helped develop the Pett
Local Action Plan.
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support of staff in Rother Voluntary Action and Action in Rural Sussex.
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1. Your Household

Statistical Data
Background Information and Notes

Q1
How many people including children normally belong to your
household?

There were about 200 questionnaires returned from the original
420 delivered. However, owing to some initial delivery problems,
the discovery of a number of additional residences and the
possibility of duplicate deliveries, we have estimated that the 246
residents who did contribute to the final findings equates to a
return rate of at least 29%. This figure of course did not take into
account the significant proportion of houses in the parish,
particularly in Pett Level, which are second homes and the ones
which were unoccupied at the time of the survey. When we
consider all the above variations, the true rate of return was
certainly in excess of 30%. This can be regarded as a
meaningful sample and one that has produced a true reflection of
parishioners’ views and wants.

Average = 2.103

These results are simplified in that they are calculated solely on
percentage of respondents. It would be possible to derive
specific information by an in-depth analysis of age or interest
groups. For example, there would be a much higher percentage
of elderly people that would use a Saturday bus service.

Q2

How many children under age 11 are in your household?

Total: 0-4 years Male 4, Female 0. 5-10 years Male 3, Female 3.
Q3

Enter the number of children under 16 in your household who
need (or if available would use) the following:

Total: Playgroup 3 ,
Nursery School 3,
Registered Childminder 2,

Holiday Play Scheme 3
Youth Club 15

Q4
Do any household members have a disability that affects their
mobility?
Yes : (13) 11.11%

No:

(98) 83.76%

Not all questions were answered by every respondent.
Where a percentage of the total respondents would produce a
meaningless statistic (e.g. barriers to work), these have been
omitted. Some questions asked only for comments, which were
noted. These questions are not replicated here.
For clarity, the results are summarised in the form of total
number in brackets, followed by the percentage e.g. (117)
29.5%
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2 Individual Responses
Q8
Q5

Are you male or female?
Male
Female

Q6

Yes : (19) 7.7%
A
68
48

B
24
66

C
10
10

D
4
3

E
0
2

F
0
1

Q9

What is your age group?

11 – 16

(17)

6.9 %

17 - 24
25 – 44
45 – 64
65 – 74
75 – 84
85 +

(15)
(23)
(100)
(49)
(27)
(8)

6.1%
9.35%
40.65%
19.1%
10.98%
3.25%

No:

(185)

75.2%

Would you like to be included in a local businesses, services and
skills directory?
Yes : (16) 6.5%
No: (171) 69.5%

Q 11 If you are actively seeking work are there any barriers that are
preventing you from taking up employment or training/study
opportunities?
Yes : (8) 3.3%

Q 12

3. Employment & Business

Q7

Do you run a business in this parish?

Are you at present:

A Full or Part Time Employee?

(80)

32.5%

Self Employed and Employing Others?
Self-employed on your own?
Job seeker?
In a College/training scheme?
In school/adult education?
Housewife/husband?
Retired?
Disabled?

(16)
(18)
(1)
(5)
(17)
(21)
(105)
(10)

6.5%
7.3%
0.4%
2.0%
6.9%
8.5%
42%
4%

No: (91) 37%

If you answered yes to Q10 please tick which ever of the
following applies to your situation.
No suitable local jobs
Lack of alternative care for adult dependent
Lack of suitable childcare
Lack of transport
Lack of appropriate experience, qualification or training
Disability
Ill health
Lack of information and advice
Other barriers
No Barriers

7
2
0
3
2
1
1
3
2
2
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7
2
0
3
2
1
1
3
2
2

4. Community Services
6. Community Safety
Q13 Where do you usually get information about parish events and
what suggestions can you offer to improve communications?
Parish News
Butchers
Notice Boards
Local Newspapers
Word of mouth
Post Office
Never get information

(216)
(70)
(112)
(109)
(154)
(107)
(2)

87.8%
28.5%
45.5%
44.3%
62.6%
43.5%
0.8%

Q 15 Please tick your box if you consider yourself housebound
Yes : (3) 1.2%

Q 16

Are there suitable places/venues in the parish where you can
meet other members of the community?
Yes : (154) 62.6%

Q 21 Have you been the victim of either crime or vandalism in our
parish?
Ever?
Yes : (66) 26.8%
No: (141) 57.3%
In the past 2 years? Yes : (23) 9.3%
No: (100) 40.7%
Q 22

Nuisance from neighbours
(noise, lights etc.)
Dangerous/ aggressive dogs
Rowdy and nuisance
behaviour
Vandalism
Fly-posting
People dumping rubbish
Nuisance from vehicles –
parking
Speeding

Regularly
(8)

3.3%

Rarely
(69)

28%

(10)
(13)

4.1%
5.3%

(54)
(64)

22%
26%

(22)
(9)
(46)
(66)

8.9%
3.7%
18.7%
26.8%

(59)
(42)
(58)
(37)

24%
17%
23.6%
15%

(129)

52.4% (35)

14.2%

No: (24) 9.8%
Q 23
safe?

5. Children and Young People

Q 18

Which of the following anti-social behaviours affect you?

No: 16

Yes : (24) 9.8%

No: (176) 71.5%

Q 24

Do you receive Neighbourhood Watch information?
Yes : (30) 12.2% No: (192) 78%

Q 25

If no, would you be interested in receiving Neighbourhood Watch information?

Is there enough for young people to do in the parish?
Total: Yes: 0 ,

Are there any locations in the parish in which you do not feel

Yes : (159) 64.6%

No: (28) 11.4%

Q 26 Do you think that the Police Community Support Officers
(PCSO’s) provide a useful service?
Yes : (112) 45.5% No: (75) 30.5%
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Q 32
Q 27

Are you aware of how to contact the Police Community Support
Officers (PCSO’s) in the parish?
Yes : (104) 42.3%

What concerns you about the environment?
No collection of cardboard
No collection of glass
Climate Change
Lack of local renewable energy
Loss of green space
Pollution to air, land and water

No: (101) 41%

(157)
(175)
(121)
(84)
(186)
(171)

63.8%
71.1%
49.2%
34.1%
75.6%
69.5%

7. Environment and Public Services
Q 29 Which of the following in the parish do you consider should be
protected?

Parish Churches
Recreation Ground
Public Houses in the Parish
Post Office
Sale of local produce
the Sea
Coastal Walks
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Village Hall/Community Facilities
Mobile libary
Q 30

(212)
(219)
(188)
(211)
(181)
(199)
(204)
(209)
(219)
(180

86.2%
89%
76.4%
85.8%
73.6%
80.9%
82.9%
85.2%
89%
73%

Whether or not you attend church services, do you consider it

Q 33

Do you consider dog fouling to be a problem in the parish?
Yes : (87) 35.4%

No: (123) 50%

8. Roads & Transport
Q 35

What is your main means of transport out of the parish?
Car or van
Motorbike, scooter or moped
Public bus
Private bus
Dial a Ride
Taxi
Train
Bicycle
Or do you walk?

(196)
(3)
(35)
(1)
(1)
(2)
(2)
(4)
(11)

79.7%
1.2%
14.2%
0.4%
0.4%
0.8%
0.8%
1.6%
4.5%

important for a village to have its own parish church?
Yes : (212) 86.2%

Q 31

No: (7) 2.8%

Do you consider the parish to be sufficiently clean and tidy?
Yes : (195) 79.3%

No: (24) 9.8%
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Q 36 If one of the following environmentally friendly facilities were
developed, would you consider using it?
Community car sharing scheme
Parish pool car
Parish private bus
Parish bicycle

(27)
(20)
(67)
(11)

Q 40

11%
8.1%
27.2%
4.5%

Hospital
Doctor/Clinic
Shopping
Employment
School/Adult Education
College/Training Scheme
Council/Advice
Leisure Activity
Visiting friends/relatives
Park/Open Space
Other

Q 37 Would you use a Saturday bus service if one was re-introduced
from Pett village?
Yes : (89) 36.2% No: (107) 43.4%
Q 38 If there are public transport alternatives which you do not use,
could you say why?
Too expensive
Unsuitable timetables
Limited destinations
Feel unsafe

(27)
(88)
(69)
(7)

Q 41

11%
35.8%
28%
2.8%
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Daily
Weekly
7.3% (22)
(18)

(3)
(1)
(0)

1.2% (6)
0.4% (2)
0%
(0)

Monthly
8.9% (32)

13%

Rarely
(59)

2.4% (37)
0.8% (22)
0%
(1)

15% (85)
8.9% (95)
0.4% (10)

(17)
(15)
(10)
(8)
(9)
(7)
(10)
(10)
(15)
(12)
(6)

6.9%
6.1%
4.1%
3.3%
3.7%
2.8%
4.1%
4.1%
6.1%
4.9%
2.4%

If you feel more traffic control measures are required which do
you think would be of benefit to the parish?
Lower Speed Limits
Parking Restrictions
Traffic Calming
Other?

Q 39 How often do you use the following services in or outside the
parish
Public
bus
service
Train
Taxi
Dial a
ride

Are there any services/locations you have difficulty travelling to
or need to get to but cannot?

(107)
(45)
(81)
(8)

43.5%
18.3%
32.9%
3.3%

24%

34.6%
38.6%
4.06%
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8. Housing Needs and Development
Q 43 Are you or a member of your family looking for accommodation
in the parish?
Yes : (7) 2.8% No: (212) 86.2%

10. Culture and Leisure
Q 49

Q 44

Can you answer the following questions about parish footpaths?

Please indicate the accommodation you require.
Yes

Affordable rented housing specifically for local
needs
Other rented accommodation
Purchase by first time buyer
Sheltered accommodation
Smaller housing
Larger housing
Q 45

(3)

1.2%

(0)
(0)
(0)
(0)
(0)

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%

Are you familiar with
local footpaths in the
area?
Are they easy to use?
Are they well
signposted?
Are the gates, stiles
and bridges in good
repair?
Would you like maps
or leaflets to be
available?

What types of housing development would be acceptable in the

parish?

None
Single dwellings in controlled locations
Small groups of less than 10 houses
Larger scale developments
Conversion of redundant buildings
Expansion on edges of villages
Infilling in gardens
Other ?

Q 46

Yes
(54)
(120)
(31)
(0)
(129)
(7)
(19)
(8)

No
(29)
(20)
(74)
(98)
(2)
(85)
(74)
(22)

22%
48.8%
12.6%
0%
52.4%
2.8%
7.7%
3.3%

(3)

1.2%

No
Opinion
(9)

(127) 51.6%
(102) 41.5%

(35)
(62)

14.2%
25.2%

(22)
(19)

8.9%
7.7%

(110) 44.7%

(38)

15.4%

(33)

13.4
%

(158) 64%

(16)

6.5%

(17)

6.9%

(70)

No
69.1%

3.7%

11.8%
8.1%
30.1%
39.8%
0.8%
34.6%
30.1%
8.9%

What are the barriers to obtaining housing in the parish?
Cost
Availability
Suitability
Other

(98)
(40)
(41)
(0)

39.8%
16.3%
16.7%
0%
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11. Communication & Information
Q 50

Do you have access to the internet?
No
At home
At work
Other

Q 51

26.8%
60.9%
10.6%
0%

How good is your television reception?
Excellent
Good
Moderate
Poor
Very Poor

Q 52

(66)
(150)
(26)
(0)

(31)
(80)
(57)
(22)
(28)

12.6%
35.5%
23.2%
8.9%
11.4%

Do you know the location of Parish Council notice boards?
Yes : (194) 78.9%

No: (28) 11.4%
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PETT PARISH ACTION PLAN

Feedback sheet
We would appreciate some feedback and comments about this plan so that when it is reviewed, it can be
updated accordingly. You can also use this form to register your interest in helping with one or more of the
projects.

1. Was the layout clear?
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Pett Parish Action Plan – Feedback sheet continued
2. Was there sufficient detail?

3. What changes should be made when the plan is next reviewed?
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11

Pett Parish Action Plan – Feedback sheet continued
4. The plan is for the parish and its residents to make it happen. Would you be prepared to
assist in any of the projects? If so which one(s)
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Pett Parish Action Plan – Feedback sheet continued
5. Any other comments:

Please return this form to either one of the members of the planning group or Mr Chris Saint at
Southlands, Pett Road, Pett, TN35 4HA
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